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In fact, when the committee was sched-
uled to vote on the Leavitt nomina-
tion, the vote was boycotted by the 
Democrats. Not a single committee 
Democrat showed up, including the 
Senator from Delaware. It was part of 
the boycott. 

The three Administrators previous to 
Mike Leavitt took an average of 8 days 
to confirm. Mike Leavitt’s confirma-
tion took 50 days, 50 days to confirm a 
Cabinet-level position for an individual 
who clearly is qualified. 

So this is nothing new for a qualified 
EPA Administrator nominated by 
President Bush. It has been nearly a 
month that Steve Johnson has awaited 
confirmation. The time has come to 
confirm Mr. Johnson. 

During the debate we will likely hear 
some negative comments about the 
President’s record on the environment. 
What you hear from the Democrats 
will likely be a very distorted view. 
The facts are very plain, very easy to 
understand. By virtually every meas-
ure, under this President’s steward-
ship, our air, our water, and our land 
are cleaner. We have a cleaner and 
healthier environment than we did 
prior to George W. Bush taking over as 
President. That is simply the simple 
truth. 

Just to highlight a few of the actions 
by the President, he signed into law 
historic bipartisan legislation that has 
accelerated the cleanup of 
brownfields—all of the States are con-
cerned about that—better protecting 
public health, creating jobs, and revi-
talizing communities. George W. Bush 
is the first President ever to require 
the reduction of mercury emissions by 
powerplants. I can remember when 
there were full-page ads during the 
campaign saying that this President is 
lowering the emissions. There were no 
restrictions before he came in. He is 
the one who made the first reduction in 
our history. This President has im-
posed a mandatory 70-percent reduc-
tion in mercury emissions from these 
sources. 

Just a year ago, the President an-
nounced an aggressive new national 
goal, moving beyond the policy of no 
net loss wetlands to a new policy of an 
actual net increase for wetlands each 
year. His Great Lakes Legacy Program 
will help to clean up one of the largest 
systems of freshwater on Earth, rough-
ly 18 percent of the world’s supply. His 
Clear Skies initiative would have re-
duced SOX, NOX and mercury emissions 
by 70 percent—the largest mandated re-
duction of any President in the history 
of America. It wasn’t Bill Clinton. It 
was George W. Bush. 

Despite all the rhetoric to the con-
trary, the environment and our fami-
lies are healthier because of George W. 
Bush. The facts don’t lie. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

GRAHAM). The Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak for up to 
10 minutes as in morning business. 

Mr. INHOFE. Reserving the right to 
object, let me say to my good friend 
from Oregon that the leader is coming 
down to make a statement. Would he 
withhold his request until the leader 
gets here and makes his statement? 

Mr. WYDEN. If I could engage my 
colleague in a colloquy, I assume the 
leader is going to speak relatively 
briefly as well. If that is the case, I cer-
tainly want to be courteous. I ask 
unanimous consent, then, that I have 
up to 10 minutes to speak after the ma-
jority leader has spoken and that my 
colleague from Rhode Island, Senator 
REED, have the opportunity to speak 
for up to 10 minutes after me. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. INHOFE. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. WYDEN. I suggest the absence of 

a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, again, we 
find ourselves with an objection to a 
committee meeting and doing its work. 
There is objection on the other side of 
the aisle to the Judiciary Committee 
meeting. Therefore, we need to recess 
the Senate to allow the committee to 
meet. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate stand in recess until 2 p.m. 
today. 

Mr. REID. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. FRIST. With that objection, I 

ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate reconvenes at 2 p.m., following 
the remarks of the two leaders, Sen-
ator WYDEN be recognized for up to 10 
minutes as in morning business, to be 
followed by Senator THUNE for up to 10 
minutes, to be followed by Senator 
REED for up to 10, to be followed by 
Senator SALAZAR for up to 10. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I move 

that the Senate stand in recess until 2 
p.m. today, and I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? There is a sufficient 
second. The question is on agreeing to 
the motion. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Montana (Mr. BAUCUS) is 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 98, 
nays 1, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 112 Leg.] 

YEAS—98 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Allard 
Allen 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burns 
Burr 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Carper 
Chafee 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Cornyn 
Corzine 
Craig 
Crapo 
Dayton 
DeMint 
DeWine 
Dodd 
Dole 

Domenici 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Frist 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Jeffords 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
Martinez 

McCain 
McConnell 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Obama 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Santorum 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Talent 
Thomas 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Wyden 

NAYS—1 

Clinton 

NOT VOTING—1 

Baucus 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in recess until the hour of 2 
p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:51 p.m., 
recessed until 2:03 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. ALEXANDER). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, through-
out the judicial obstruction debate, 
emotions have run high on both sides. 
This should remind us all, once again, 
of the need to return to civility in our 
Nation’s Capitol. The American people 
want their elected leaders to work to-
gether to find solutions. To them, 
doing what is Republican or Democrat 
matters far less than doing what is 
right for America. 

Let me briefly discuss how we got 
here. Never, in 214 years—never, in the 
history of the Senate—has a judicial 
nominee with majority support been 
denied an up-or-down vote until 2 years 
ago. In the last Congress, the President 
submitted 34 appeals court nominees to 
the Senate. A minority of Senators de-
nied 10 of those nominations and 
threatened to deny another 6 up-or- 
down votes. They would not allow 
votes because they knew the nominees 
would be confirmed and become judges. 
The nominees had the support of a ma-
jority of Senators. 
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